Intramuros

Many historians and writers who saw the old Spanish city in the Philippines – Intramuros – have described it with superlatives.  Historian Murillo y Velarde tells us that it was “the most beautiful, the most splendid and the proudest city in the Orient.”  To the Jesuit priest, Fr. Colin, Intramuros was unequalled by any other business center for it was here where the riches of the East and the West blended.  At present, Intramuros is only a part of modern Manila but it retains the monuments and edifices of its glorious past.

Before the Spaniards came, Maynilad was a village surrounded by a wall of tree trunks near the Pasig River and was ruled jointly by Rajah Matanda and Rajah Sulayman.  In June 1570, Miguel Lopez de Legazpi formally took possession of Maynilad and he Philippines archipelago in the name of the King of Spain.

Legazpi then proceeded to plan the streets of the new capital city.  He built a fort and changed the city’s name to Manila.  In 1574, King Philip II of Spain gave Manila the title of “Noble and Ever Loyal City.”

Succeeding governors of Spanish Philippines followed Legazpi’s blueprint.  The capital gradually took shape in sixty-four blocks intersected by seventeen straight streets at right angles to one another.  Houses, government buildings, eighteen churches, chapels, convent schools, hospitals, a printing press and a university were built inside the city.  The whole city was surrounded with a stone wall four kilometers around.  This is the origin of the name Inttamuros, which when translated means within the walls.
This wall was primarily built for defense because in 1574, the Chinese pirate, Limahong, burned Manila to the ground.

A moat, 190 feet wide and 9 feet deep was built around the city.  This moat served as defense and as a sewer.  Today, the Spanish moat of Intramuros is what we call the Sunken Garden where golf is played and orchid flower shows are held against the backdrop of the hoary walls.

Intramuros is actually a pentagon with sides of such unequal that is seems triangular.  The longest side faces the sea, the river and the two sides form an acute angle.  If you stand at the parapet of Fort Santiago which stands on this acute angle overlooking the river’s mouth and the bay, you feel a sense of participation in the watch for pirate invaders, or for the Chinese and Arab ships that brought the supply of porcelain plates and jars.  On each of the five sides of the city, openings with elaborate gates called puertas, were built with chambers for the guards.  Stone stairways led to an overhead terrace for artillery.  Today, these gates have been rebuilt.

Intramuros, the Walled City, proves the superior level of Filipino craftsmanship and labor at the time.  This heritage in stone, which is a valuable part of out country’s patrimony, was built with the blood, sweat and toil of out forefathers.  For the present generation, it is a significant link to the past.

