First Man in Space

The first man in to circle the earth in a satellite spaceship was Yuri Gagarin.  On April 12, 1961, his ship left Russia and was in orbit for 89 minutes during a 108-minute trip.  Garagin flew higher than any other man had ever flown before with a speed of over 17,000 miles an hour – the fastest that man have ever travelled. 

The story below tells about his flight.

The spaceship took off.  The speed and noise did not disturb me.  I found myself in orbit.  My satellite spaceship was separated from the carrier rocket.  I experience weightlessness.  At first it was difficult to work.  But soon I got used to it and I was able to work as we had planned.

Weightlessness makes everything easy to do.  One’s legs and arms weigh nothing.  Objects inside the spaceship float.  I did not sit on my chair as before, but hung in mid-air.  I ate and drank while in the state of weightlessness.  I took down my observation.  My handwriting did not change although my hand did not weigh anything.  But I had to hold the notebook; otherwise it would have floated away.  I was in constant radio contact with the people on earth.

From a height of miles, the earth had a very beautiful blue halo, a circle of light.  At the horizon or boundary between the earth and the sky, a gradual change in colours took place, from light blue to dark blue to violet and then back to black.  The change was very beautiful!  I could see which sides of the earth gad daytime or nighttime.  I could see very well the shores, islands, rivers and oceans on the daytime side of the earth.

I did not see the moon.  The sun in outer space was ten times brighter than here on earth.  The stars were very bright and were coloured red, white and yellow.

I passed the Antarctic, Cape Horn, Central Africa, the Mediterranean, and The Balkans – and then I saw Russia.

I was the first man ever to see with my own eyes the spherical shape of earth.

