Lea Salonga: A Role Model

“Is this the little girl I carried,  is this…” so runs a popular song from the movie, Fiddler on the Roof.  These lines could well be an apt reference to Lea Salonga, the child prodigy, acclaimed singer-actress and now a Laurence Oliver awardees.  Yesterday’s Little Orphan Annie in the Manila version of Broadway hit play is not an international celebrity.

Lee’s debut as a campus performer came when she was eight years old and in Grade 2.  She was the Scout Speaker during a school function. A few months later, Repertory Philippines cast her in the title role of Annie in the musical Little Orphan Annie.  In this play, she captivated the audience with her beautiful performance and her golden voice.

From then on, her world was split between school and show business – recording, guesting on television, shooting movies, doing commercials and travelling.  She made impressive marks in both.  She kept her high scholastic ratings and engaged in various demanding co-circular activities like oratory, emceeing, singing, interpretative reading, play acting, writing, sports, dancing, student counselling, and being class officer.  While busy with school activities, she squeezed in four long-playing albums, four motion pictures, numerous concert appearances, a succession of TV shows, as well as an international recording stint with a world famous youth group in Puerto Rico.  Through all these, she never had to stop school for she could easily catch up with her school work and still get the highest grades – so high she finished high school at the head of her class.

After high school she went on to Ateneo in preparation for a degree in medicine – until the producers of the musical Miss Saigon, came along.  These foreign producers had held auditions all over the world in search of the one who would play Kim, the ill-starred Vietnamese girl who had fallen in love with an American soldier.  When they saw and heard Lea, they knew their long search had ended.

Lea attributes her achievements to discipline and dedication.  Unlike some theatre people who carouse after a show, Lea goes straight home and rests her voice in preparation for the next day’s performance.  Interviews with her reveal that what drives her to perfection is the love of her work.  People who have met her say she exudes a general joy in life that makes her easy to work with.

To many young people, Lea success is a source of inspiration.  For Lea is indeed a talented and intelligent super girl who has achieved much in a very short time.
Making an Outline
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