2nd Weekly Meeting of the Volunteers in the Philippines

Present: Rowen, Malcolm, Pom, Eden and Linda

Absent: Megan, Gez

Welcomes: Pom

Secretary: Malcolm Trevena

General Issues

· Hard to get momentum going with most projects, especially Project Roly

· Meeting the mayor is a bottleneck for several projects

· Having a dedicated volunteer contact would be a good idea. 

· Maybe Nonoy can be that contact to point volunteers in the right direction?

· Building project to concentrate on maintenance as opposed to building new buildings

· Suggest to new volunteers that they can bring education books with them.  Ask airlines if they can freight them free.

Rowen “I like Beer” Knight

· Teaching Remedial English and Art

· Language can be a problem

· Helping Malcolm with Agricultural Department Project

· Trying to get momentum with Poverty program

· Needs to get stats to get things started

Malcolm “what’s up with that hat?” Trevena

· Teaching at Pulao School

· The inevitable language problem.  Sometimes students don’t even understand that they should be doing homework…

· Malcolm will put homework assignments up on www.crazymalc.co.nz for future volunteer reference

· Malcolm to find out what books are required at the schools and compile list

· Agricultural Data collection project

· Continue to design form for data collection.  Still needs a log of work.

· Talk to Roger at Agriculture Department to get his input

· Lots and lots of info to get.  Have to be careful to collect data that will be useful and not just collect data for data collections sake.

·  Admin database for school

· Continue work on the database for school administration

· Once it is running smoothly at Pulao School, install it in other schools starting with the school that Rowen works at

Linda “Why can’t everyone just speak English?” Carlsson

· Making form to take around schools and record how much maintenance the schools need

· This info can then be used by future volunteers who are looking to do some maintenance

· Comfort Rooms (toilets) are in desperate need of an upgrade.  Having running water at schools will really help

· Safety is also a priority at some schools.  Some of the buildings are grounds are just plain dangerous

· Kindergarten Maintenance

· Linda requires materials and labor.  

· Linda will compile list of materials that are needed with the intention of starting next week sometime

· Malcolm offered to help with the manual labor but feared for his own safety is he was trusted with any sort of heavy tool

· It was thought that Gez could help too as he has expressed interest in maintaining Pulao Elementary School

· Transport Terminal Planning

· Linda had finished planning the Transport Terminal

· Unsure of what will happen next with this project

Pom “I love BBQs” Villanueva

· Looking for dormitory style accommodation

· Dormitory found that would be suitable for two people (four is people will willing to share), but it had no kitchen so it may not be suitable.

· Still looking for other dormitory options

· Been talking to the environment people

· Working out what the environment volunteers can do on a day to day basis

· Still looking for more home-stay options

Eden “I’d love another smoke” Navia

· Helping Pom organize accommodation 

· Being helpful to all volunteers and helping with getting some momentum in projects.

