5th Weekly Meeting of the Volunteers in the Philippines

Present: Rowen, Malcolm, Eden, Linda, Cairan, Angie, Robin

Absent: Gez, Meghan

General

· Robin has a doctor friend visiting next week for 3 days.  

· Will arrive this Sunday the 20th 

· Helping Robin at the clinics and health education

· Will stay at a Cairans.

· If not Cairans, then at a Dumangas College. 500 pesos a night
· Too many pests in Emma and Linda’s help
· Eden to help sort out
· Malcolm staying at Risa’s
· Angie is finding it a bit uncomfortable with Cute mentioning how much she is struggling to pay bills
· Angie wants to feel that the family is getting enough
· 1,000 pesos per week per person goes to the family
· Is 1,000 enough?  It seems enough.
· Linda (and others) interested to see how the money is broken down
· Angie is paying 150 pesos to due laundry.  Everyone else is paying 100.  Is this right?  Is there a reason?
There was probably a precedent set early on and it is hard to change it.
Robin

· Pretty Good

· Clinics every morning in every Barangay

· Usually Robin and another doctor, but today was just Robin

· Double the work load

· Since visits are rare, everyone comes to see robin

· Unsick people waste timing

· Serious ones are not getting enough attention

· Needs some prioritising

· Particularily bad when it is only Robin

· About 2 people per day have serious problems ( hard to sort it out.  
Some times the very sick can not be helped

· Expected t

· Health Education next week on Tue, Wed, and Thu to mothers.

· TB

· HIV

· Contraception

· Rabies

· Etc

· Youth Sex Education on Monday the 28th
· Most are sexually active.  Some are pregnant

· Some are keen to learn about contraception

Angie

· Very quiet week

· Day care center every day

· Very comfortable with kids

· Need to get organised for the afternoons

· Last week there was nothing positive for the kids at the elementary kids

· Haven’t gone this week

· Want to have small group at the school who can understand her

· Maybe one-on-one?

· Maybe Angie could help with other peoples project.

· A smaller group seems like a really good idea

· Don’t want to set up false expectations.

· Maybe do arts and crafts with parents

· Needs to get materials
The parents might be resourceful enough to find their own stuff

· Needs to ensure people are interested.

· Went to meeting on Tuesday with Linda with all the day care center works in Dumangas

· Very chaotic meeting

· Language was a bit of a problem

· Tried to organize upcoming parade on 30th November

· Two dances to organize
”Follow the Leader” and “Big Brother” are the songs

· Food to organize as well

Cairan

· Mangrove planting on Monday

· Waiting for boat so he can look at shoreline

· Doing lotsa reading and research while he waits

· Should be reading “tomorrow”

· Going to have a sacrificial goat to celebrate when the boat is finally waiting.

· Cairan has promised to kill goat.

· Not so hard this week being by himself

Malcolm

· School is going well
Things seem to getting through

· Running maths classes, maths tutorials and computer tutorials

· Hard to teach 30 students about computers on one laptop

· Each student gets about 10 minutes a week

· Looking to stop Department of Agriculture project

· Hard to have a successful project when there is not a project sponsor within the DA

· Going to do adult education at Internet café instead

· Need to discuss it with internet café owners.

Linda

· Feels things are going a bit slow

· Only been to 3 schools.  Hoping for 12

· Eden being sick hasn’t helped

· And other “stuff” always happens

· River cleaning is going slow as expected

· Some people are going to Manila

· Talking to locals about how the river was 20 years ago

· Would like to try teaching

· Maybe 3 days a week in the afternoon

· Maybe pick up what Rowen was doing in Art

· Would prefer to teach Math rather than English

· Eden to speak to principal at Ermita.

· All go for next weekend for maintenance on school

· Going to paint walls white first

· Wood needs to be moved

Rowen

· Stopped teaching at Ermita

· Photographing all of Dumanagas

· Mayor et. All are interested

· Photographing anything and everything.  For stuff such as:

· Rabies

· Dr. Robin doing work

· Tourism shots

· All sorts of stuff

· Very open agenda

· Going to take rest of Rowen’s stay here

· About 2 weeks to go

· Can combine the money raising program 

· As photos are taking can also talk with Captains

· Some barangay’s are pretty bad

· Would be good if a future volunteer could keep monentum going

· Rowen to type stuff up and put on www.crazymalc.co.nz

Emma

· In morning still at day center

· Going well

· Language barrier is a problem, but all in good humour

· Attending meeting with Angie.

· See Angie’s section for more comments

· Tough dancing in this heat

· In afternoon at elementary school

· In groups of 10, rotating through class of 35

· An hour on English and an hour of Maths and songs and stuff like that

· Trying to sort out ideas on how to spend money that Emma raised before she came her

· A discussion in future on how to spend this money

· About P140,000 to spend

· Not sleeping very well because of the pests

Eden

· Been sick

· Leaving on the 24th of November.  Back on the 3rd of December

