5th Weekly Meeting of the Volunteers in the Philippines

Present: Malcolm, Eden, Linda, Robin, Angie, Emma, Cairan, Pom

Absent: Gez, Meghan, Rowen

Welcomes: None

Secretary: Malcolm Trevena

General Issues

· Computers

· Malcolm happy to lend his lapto

· Maybe bring the computer from Manila to here

· A 2nd hand laptop might be better

· Much more portable

· Pom to make enquiry

· Malcolm needs to move out of Risa house

· Wants place with family for prefernce

· The more he thinks about living in Bamboo hut the more he likes it

Cairan

· A bit slow

· Done some planting

· Read some books on Mangroves

· A bit lonely

Robin

· A bit slow

· Today has been a bit busier

· Has a timetable to do consultations

· Will be moving around different Barangay in the mornings

· Community Health Education – 2 days

· Topic to be decided

· Has afternoon frees

· Training non-skilled health workers

· Patient groups – mayors interested

· Diabetecs

· TB

· Etc

· Youth Groups

· Sex

· Thinking about marriage

· Feeding Program

· Not much known about it

· For the day care centers?

· More needed to find out about it

· Mayor wants all volunteers invloved

Emma

· Pre school in morning – 8:30 – 10:00

· Going well

· Good relationship with teacher

· Children’s month

· Parade coming up

· All centers involved

· Extra hours in future weeks to help with parade

· Organise dance to Big Brother theme song

· Elementary in the afternoon

· Grade One Students

· Thrown into deep end initially due to school inspection

· Did not die

· Doing small tutorial groups

· An hour English

· An hour of maths

· Very tiring

· Hard to control kids

· New area foud that might be useful

· Has found cirrculium – useful

Angie

· Similar to Emma

· Observed daycare on Monday

· Sees huge improvements that could be made in day care

· Disciple could be much better

· Started teaching kids

· Trying to Implement a closed door policy

· Set time for snacks etc

· Structure is helping

· Language is a problem

· Hard to know how to interact with day care teacher

· Authority can be confusing

· Does she really think it is ok? Or is she not saying

· Maybe a time everyday to sit down with teacher to discuss issues

· Elementary School – Grade I and II

· Language can be very difficult

· Some of the kids have very poor English

· Often gets confusing

· Hard to work within curriculum

· Might be better to run it a bit more loosely

· Preferred method

· Doing some teaching on Reading and Spelling

· Might be an idea to move to Grade 6 Remedial English

· Maybe doing a joint group with Emma’s children

Malcolm

· School going well

· Started computer tuition

· Hard to teach 30 kids on one computer

· Going to start a project to get students to help with database

· Photos to computer

· Entering stuff in database

· Making Word documents to collect data

· Wanting to learn about the admin, but hard to get momentum

· Department of Agriculture is finally getting momentum

· Looks promising

· Doing a tour on Friday

Linda

· Had meeting about river project

· Going slow by gaining momentum

· Starting with 3 barangays near the river

· Have met with captains

· Start to find out how many households will be affected by river widening

· Going to start Fund raising

· Project plan is going to be made

· Budget also needed

· Time needed

· Found loads of info about it on internet

· Some great resources have been found

· Feels good that momentum is starting

· School Maintenance

· Hard to get momentum due to holidays

· Have meetings with 12 schools

· Still waiting for materials for maintence on a school

· Materials will arrive “soon”

· Some volunteers needed to help

· 26th and 27th put aside to spend weekend on maintenance on school

· Painting, sandpapering

· Murals to be put up

· Artistic Rowen could help with this

· Basketball hoop to be put up

· Maybe balls and skipping ropes could be bought

Eden

· Looking Forward to seeing daughter

· Being generally helpful

Pom

· Meeting with Mayor

· Security concerns for volunteers

· Robberies etc during Xmas time

· Captains been asked to be extra vigilant

· Maybe guards for schools etc

· Volunteers are a bit uncomfortable with idea

· There is a balance between security and freedom

· Maybe a vehicle to run volunteers around

